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"The Externalisation of Borders" 

As a global trend, borders are no longer at the edge of a state, but externalised to other

countries as well as embedded inside society among ordinary citizens and through greater

digitisation of border controls. Borders are now fluid, they are around and among us.

In the UK, immigration controls have been increasingly outsourced to ordinary citizens - turning

them into unwilling border agents. Landlords, doctors, teachers, employers and others are

required to perform checks on their patients, students, service users, and report their status to

the Home Office.

At the same time, the UK's new Rwanda plan signals a shift further from externalisation of

border controls to outsourcing responsibilities altogether.

Meanwhile across Europe, the externalisation of borders and the increasing criminalisation of

migration and those rescuing or showing solidarity to migrants demean the notion of European

values and institutions we claim to uphold.

This round table will focus on issues around borders and engage UK and international

perspectives in learning and discussion.
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        0 9 : 3 0 -  1 1 : 3 0  |  E x t e r n a l i s a t i o n  o f  B o r d e r s :  H o w  d i d  w e  g e t  h e r e ?  

1 1 : 3 0  -  1 1 : 4 5  |  B r e a k

S p e a k e r s :  S t e v e  V a l d e z - S y m o n d s ,  R e f u g e e  a n d  M i g r a n t  R i g h t s

P r o g r a m m e  D i r e c t o r  A m n e s t y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  U K ,  E i r i  O h t a n i ,

D i r e c t o r  R i g h t  t o  R e m a i n ,  L u l  S e y o u m ,  C o - C h a i r ,  U n i t e d  A g a i n s t

I n h u m a n i t y  ( U A I )  &  D i r e c t o r ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C e n t r e  f o r  E r i t r e a n

R e f u g e e s  a n d  A s y l u m  S e e k e r s  ( I C E R A S ) ,  A l i c e  A r g e n t o ,  C L E D U ,  R i m

T r i k i ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T u n i s  E l  M a n a r

T h i s  p a n e l  w i l l  l o o k  a t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  b o r d e r s  o v e r  t h e  l a s t

d e c a d e  i n  E u r o p e ,  h o w  t h e  e x t e r n a l i s a t i o n  o f  b o r d e r s  h a s  e v o l v e d

a n d  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  m i g r a n t s .

         1 1 : 4 5 -  1 3 : 0 0  |  E x t e r n a l i s a t i o n  o f  B o r d e r s :  H o w  d o  w e  c h a n g e  t h i s ?  

S p e a k e r s :  D o n i a  S m a a l i  B o u h l i l a ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T u n i s  E l  M a n a r ,

N i e v e s  O r t e g a  P e r e z ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G r a n a d a ,  N a t h a n  A k e h u r s t ,

G l o b a l  S t r a t e g i c  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  N e t w o r k ,  S p e a k e r s  f r o m

R e g u l a r i s e ,  t h e  M i g r a t i o n  O b s e r v a t o r y ,  M i g r a n t s  O r g a n i s e ,  P r a x i s

W h a t  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  s o l u t i o n s  a n d  t a c t i c s  e m p l o y e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t

c o u n t r i e s  t o  u p h o l d  h u m a n  r i g h t s  a n d  w h a t  d o e s  r e s i s t a n c e  l o o k

l i k e ?  W h a t  r o l e  c a n  m i g r a n t s ,  N G O s ,  a c a d e m i c s ,  a n d  o t h e r  o r d i n a r y

c i t i z e n s  p l a y  i n  t h i s ?


